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early years with Lou Donaldson to his work with

Melvin Rhyne, Diana Krall, Joshua Redman, and
Larry Goldings, Bernstein has become an important
figure in the jazz guitar community. Last year
Bernstein released his seventh CD as a leader titled
Monk. As you can tell by the title, the album focuses
on the music of pianist/composer Thelonious Monk.
Joining Bernstein on the date is the top notch rhythm
section of bassist Doug Weiss and drummer Bill
Stewart.

The twelve songs appearing on Monk are a nice
mix of commonly performed pieces (In Walked Bud,
Monk’s Mood, Well You Needn'’t, Bensha Swing,
Pannonica, Blues 5 Spot, and Ruby, My Dear) as well
as some lesser covered compositions (Work, Brilliant
Corners, Let’s Cool One, Played Twice, and
Reflections). Although the trio is featured throughout
the album, Bernstein performs Monk’s Mood and Ruby,
My Dear as solo pieces and Reflections as a duo he
overdubbed with himself.

Peter Bernstein does an exceptional job of pre-
senting Monk’s music in a way that it is familiar while
managing to breathe new life into the arrangements.
Fans of Bernstein and Monk will not be disappointed
with Monk. This is a five star recording — highly rec-
ommended.

’Peter Bernstein is a world class guitarist. From his

Reviewed by Chip Henderson
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Dan Adler guitar
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an Adler is a guitarist who was born and raised
Din Israel but now calls New York home. In

2008 Adler assembled a strong group of musi-
cians for his debut release titled All Things Familiar.
The CD is a collection of six Adler originals and four
arrangements of jazz standards (Star Eyes, You'd Be So
Nice To Come Home To, Emily, and [ Love You).
Joining Adler is pianist Richard Samuels, bassist
Dmitri Kolesnik, drummer Phillip Stewart, and saxo-
phonist Grant Stewart.

All Things Familiar is a wonderful recording
from start to finish. Adler’s compositions are very
pleasing and his arrangements are top notch.
Highlights include the Adler originals If I Were A Jazz
Guy and All Things Familiar as well as the readings of
You’d Be So Nice To Come Home To and I Love You.
Throughout the recording, Adler’s dark tone and solid
post bop lines make him a joy to listen to. Add in the
wonderful musicianship and interaction of the quintet
and you have a project that you will be coming back to
again and again. Check out Dan’s website for informa-
tion on purchasing this CD (www.danadler.com).

Reviewed by Chip Henderson
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